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New Family Orientation
WELCOME TO HIGH SCHOOL



isb.cn

We are:
• excited to partner with you for your child to thrive in HS
• ready to support you with the transition to ISB and Beijing

• ready to listen to your concerns & ideas

WELCOME



High School Office

Julie Lemley
HS Principal

Will Paananen
HS Assistant Principal

Jeff Idigo
Pathways & IBDP 
Coordinator



Getting to know our community & each other

1 2 3 4 5

Who are 
you?

Where are 
you 

coming 
from?

What 
grade(s) 
are your 

children in?

What are 
you most 
excited 
about?

What are 
you most 
anxious 
about?



EMPOWERED WITH PURPOSE AND COMPASSION

We are an inspiring international community in Beijing, where thinkers and leaders find their place in the world 
and serve others. So that our learning is at its best, we build strong relationships and set high expectations 
together. We are committed to challenging and joyful learning with the freedom to explore.



Fostering Balance & Growth

Academics Activities –
Sports/Clubs

Rest – Creativity Health



Supporting Our Students – Social Emotional Learning (SEL)



• Faculty & Staff, Counselors, Coaches

• Strong School Community - Family Communication & Relationships

• Complimentary Counseling Model:
High School Counselor and University & Career Advisor

Supporting Our Students



HS Counseling Departments

University & Career Advisors:

Michael Maki
Patrick Stenger
Midea Liao

Jennifer Miao
miaomiao@isb.bj.edu.cn (ext. 2201)

School Counselors:

Kyle Ottaviano
Kindall Tyson

Stella Qi
sqi@isb.bj.edu.cn (ext. 2200)

mailto:miaomiao@isb.bj.edu.cn
mailto:sqi@isb.bj.edu.cn


ISB Counseling Philosophy

The Counseling Department believes in every 
student and aims to treat each student with 
dignity and respect while recognizing their 
individual worth.

We believe that all students contribute to the 
greater school community through their varied 
social, cultural, and academic backgrounds and 
experiences.

Students are on a developmental journey while 
in our care, and we strive to support and guide 
them as they grow socially, emotionally, and 
academically through ethical and informed 
practices.

HS
Counseling

School
Counseling

University
And Careers
Counseling

• Grades 9-12
• Social Emotional 

Health & Wellbeing
• Scheduling of 

Grade 9 & 10s

• Grade 10.5 - Grade 12
• Scheduling for Grade 

11 & 12
• Support for finding 

best fit school
• Careers & Life Skills



School Counseling

The High School Counselors provide a safe space where all students are 
always welcome to ask questions, pose opinions, express their 
individuality, and discuss their struggles.

They are committed to ensuring smooth transitions in and out of ISB, 
helping students navigate academic, social, and personal challenges, 
and providing support and assistance.

School Counselors work with students and families throughout their 
time at ISB and aid with academic scheduling for students in Grades 9 
and 10.



University & Career Advising

The University & Career Advisors aid students at ISB to prepare for life after high 
school albeit university, college, gap year or career options. The relationship between 
students and advisors begins in grade 10 during the course selection process for the 
following academic year and continues through both grade 11 & 12.

The Advisors work collaboratively with School Counselors, students and families to 
guide students through the university search and application process, finding the best 
possible university match for each student, assist with planning for required 
standardized testing, and advise on appropriate courses for specific career pathways.

Advisors remain current with trends in university admissions, cultivate relationships 
with tertiary destinations around the world and promote opportunities for students to 
engage with visiting university representatives to assist in securing good fit 
for attending institutions.



Pathways, ISB Diploma and IB Diploma

ISB
Diploma

IB
Diploma Hybrid Pathways

• 6 courses – 3 Higher 
level (HL) & 3 Standard 
Level (SL)

• DP Core – EE, CAS, TOK

• IB Certificates
• ISB Courses + Experiences

• ISB Courses
• Work Experience



High School Daily Schedule



High School Daily Schedule





Expectations & Support from Families

1 2 3 4 5

Attendance
and 

Punctuality
Guardianship Read Weekly 

Communication
Check 

PowerSchool
Check in with 
your children



Communications@ ISB announcements, news and updates

ISB Weekly
Thursday at 3:00 pm

HOS Monthly
First Monday

WeChat
Friday at 3:00 pm



Dragons’ Gate  (School Handbook)





Athletics

Season 1
HS Boys Baseball

HS Boys/Girls Cross 
Country

HS Boys/Girls Rugby

HS Boys/Girls Tennis
HS Boys/Girls Volleyball

Season 2
Basketball

Table Tennis
Swimming

Season 3
Badminton

Soccer
Girls Softball
Track & Field



Activities & Clubs

After School or 
Other Times

HS Play
Makers Club
Charity Fashion Show

Dragon Time: Day 2
Anime Club
Buddy
Draxonic
NCC
Psych Club
Research Symposium
Student Wellness Club
Tri-M
SABAR Student Anti Bias Anti 
Racism Club
Blue Fire
Study Hall 9
Study Hall 10
Study Hall 11
Fitness Room
Ultimate Frisbee
Table Tennis
Board Games
Art Studio Time
Student Tech Squad

Dragon Time: Day 3
BJ Student Press
Greenkeepers
Habitat for Humanity
History Club
Mandel Math
Regeneron Science Fair
Thespians
We for She
Sports Medicine Club
Study Hall 9
Study Hall 10
Study Hall 11
Fitness Room
Basketball
Music Practice
Board Games

Dragon Time: Day 4
Business Club
Filmism
Global Issues
Prism
Roots and Shoots
The Break
Robotics
Dear Letterbox
Machine Learning & 
Research
Youth for Africa
Study Hall 9
Study Hall 10
Study Hall 11
Fitness Room
Basketball
Table Tennis
POP/Interact



To report your child’s absence, please contact 
before 8:30 am

Contact 
hsoffice@isb.bj.edu.cn 8149 2345 ext. 1093



Health & Safety

We follow all the guidance from the 
Beijing health authorities:
• Mask usage
• Social distancing
• Clean environment
• Hand washing
• Temperature checks
• Emergency procedures

If you are feeling unwell, please stay 
home.
• Contact HS Office to notify us
• Students can engage in Dragons' 

Exchange (DX), our online learning 
platform



Contacts

Principal: Julie Lemley, jlemley@isb.bj.edu.cn
Assistant Principal: Will Paananen, wpaananen@isb.bj.edu.cn
HS Office: hsoffice@isb.bj.edu.cn. +86 10 8149 2345 ex. 1091
School Counselling Office: Stella Qi, sqi@isb.bj.edu.cn
University & Careers Counseling: Jennifer Miao, miaomiao@isb.bj.edu.cn
HS-MS School Nurse: ms-hsnurses@isb.bj.edu.cn

mailto:hsoffice@isb.bj.edu.cn
mailto:miaomiao@isb.bj.edu.cn


Any Questions?

Julie Lemley: jlemley@isb.bj.edu.cn

HS Office: (Attendance, Early Dismissal, Questions): 
hsoffice@isb.bj.edu.cn

Will Paananen: wpaananen@isb.bj.edu.cn

mailto:jlemley@isb.bj.edu.cn
mailto:hsoffice@isb.bj.edu.cn
mailto:wpaananen@isb.bj.edu.cn

